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Down'streetssmade of green A EES ERE rhy me: 
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eloom+Myrwhydden:s 
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The girl with no fear, the girl with thefsecretinotieven' 

she knows, the witch-girl Pengowirr, holdsther ‘breath’ 63 

Myrwhydden's Ministers pass by, crackling: Softly through! 
A 

sullen moss-dark shadows that lie as /densejas) greenwooc 


Once there were bright, clean pepper- 
mint skies overhead. Once theregwere a 
thousand shades of radiant, dreaming 
paint-chart green to choose from. 
Chartreuse and lime, aquamarine! 
and viridian. 


Once, Myrwhydden slept? content. 
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But now the Wizard turns KE 


uneasily in his fretful slumber. 
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Half-blind, all but mute, 
deaf by degrees, 


not certain why. 


from the others? 














l'engowirr 
does her best to stay alive, 


What makes her different 


..and all his 
little nightmares, 
taken shape, 
serve as his 


e, Ministers. 
” While the Sorcerers 
| A of’ Emerald Sands, 
E once filled with 
"€ purp SEIS instead 
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Pengowirr takes shelter from the 
glass-storm that scours away the 
accustomed contours, of the Emerald 
Sands resort; dissolving in,unre- 
membered fragments; the world;that 
once seemed S0 SECUTE a 
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Before а creeping, ind ifferent 
J magic came to steal:it all 
Faway--pieceiby: piece, grain 
by grain, atom)by/atom. _ 
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She must be insane because she can hear 
footsteps sounding down her spine. 


o ы; = Footfalls sloughing through the 


sifting sand, inexorable. 


She knows that measured; 


remorseless, clock-like 
tread from dreams. 


Each step brings the 
a = = 
end a little closer. 
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In?silence; 
Myrwhydden 
sleeps: 


And of/allithe 

rules; there is only, 

опе thatMUSTEbe 
obeyed on pain of death: 


Whateverfhappens... 


"Myrwhydden 
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Anotherfsoundless | 
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Г --WE'RE NOT ` 
SUPPOSEP TO 
BE HERE. 
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WE WILL ХХ 

MAKE YOU 5 
Pengowirr 
curses her 
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_ BELONG. / 













But better, sheithinks'onttheibrink 
better for it to end here, defiant 
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| green glass blizzards? 


©nelthingis 
clearfatileast 









Thefstrangernsi 
поб ѓогепаіпр 5? 





Неўргеѓег= о 
startithings: 






Е ਦਾ; 
-——thatisihiow easily 


X суегуіһіле(сһапргев: 


ДЕ 
1 






WE'LL BE 
SAFER! 





4 di 

я F 

a FT [^ е 
j da 

A Кы 
r L a / 
/ Tih, Ж | 
М 


NO soundtlouder tha nya 
whispers ਨੂੰ” Ehre warns) thim=-and 
êj N EEE? апаў igestures) he 
explains) minui _ 





citis to ies 
sz Myrwhydden;: 
she replies: 


“That was the name ¿he says! 
“ТӘШ HEA (Co) [e] Rê (Ye) ET 
U A GC E EEE OEY, "As he 
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В пеуег seemed so vital 4 * 
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O course,’ ппу aymany оскон 7 теге MED E wi bombs had to disarm} 
ie, (ОТЕТ FERIIS daii the entire output 
on the|Gentral)Battery through my, 
power ring--shot us ਸਿ 45%; space-- 
is 


E ¡enough energy, (0 killtmenbut the 
ringthejring would! do anything to) 
ds rê And пее he looks} 


Lenta Corps 
THIS ISN'T NIE ^ ofticerf281451% 
THE FIRST WE'R | 
TIME. INSIDE MY Vs 
| POWER AND IT'S 
RING. RUNNING OUT OF 
CHARGE. THIS 
| ОКР IS 
DYING 
Мы, | 


NOWHERE 
NEAR A 
` LANTERN. 





WE COULD 
BE ANYWHERE 
IN A HUNPREP 

THOUSAND 

LIGHT YEARS OF 
EMFTY VOIP. 


NO ONE 
CAN FIND 
115. | 
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Pengowirr 
speaksislowly- 


ЕРІМ! утуу h ydden sent 
you--then--then\you‘re 
not'Myrwhydden: 


੪104123119 herivoice 
becomes now; oddly 
hollow4ifiyou:re not 
Myrwhyddenzthat 
makes vou special. 


“Thatimakesiyou 
different.” 


2 Why is that?¿4he 
asks, апа Һе! Ка1г 
pricklesron his neck 
astatic sixth sense: 
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; Myrwhydden'iszzwell, ` | ' They put him in solitary, 


he's а disembodied alien = / so he\dreams of Emerald 
wizard) imprisoned in ж /й sands resort, a retreat for 
my ring by the Guardians 1 - . his fellow sorcerers--all 


ofthe Universe. so in áweYof HIM, they 





E on f +» + ‘in whispers. Even the 
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on repeat 
because 
there’s no 
power left 
for his 
constructs... 
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¿But that doesn't méan we don't have а 

AT Am д P + - 
chance,” and he turns to face her with 
those incendiary eyes "--because you're 
not partof Myrwhydden either.” 


You're like,me==separate, different. 
You Te biggerithan'alllofíthis. That 
сап опіудпеап one thing, right? 
Whoflelse couldibejinvhere 

with пле =? 


YOU'RE THE ` 
RING A.I. 


PENGOWIRR— 
POWER RING-- JM 


--YOU'RE 
MY RING. 
AND I CAN'T | 
DO THIS 
WITHOUT 
YOU. 






AO EMG ones? (Quya) A Weta 
sheidysaidjunderherbreatht 


Y WE WILL 
| MAKE YOU 
A, BELONG. ,. Жоғ. 
EN , --and he's Hal Jordan" 


which. means commands' 
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WAKE LIF, 
MYRWHYDDEN! | 
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Wake up, damn you!” Jordan 
commands, the calm control in 
his voice barely.veilingdhis rage. 
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Wake-up and face the'fact you're 
DYING, unless.you:HEEP: us!” 


Has =L - س‎ FT) 
You have) tojrezabsorblEmeraldiSands58Jordan 
mr. 5 > ا‎ Le. 
explains} with only minutes, to spare рете һе 
end, Everything and-everyone! Bricksfandtmortar: 
Flesh andibloodSIt?was;allfjustiyouttojbegingwith? 
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And we need every, iotatoRthe.powergit CAN'T-- | ANDE ME. 

took.to keep this illusionfalive!mhejtellsjthele ° | TOGETHER 
in Re : ° LIKE ALWAYS. 

wizard. We need it to boostithe}ring: : / | THAT LAST 


EFFORT. 


k You'll’die along with allfthetrest edd EVERYTHING _ 
of us,-Myrwhydden--unlessiyou m ық E TE 
give us what,youíve сона ੧. ' ੧ ye HOMING 
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I CAN'T-- 
THEKE'S 
NOTHING-- 


THERE'S 
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Togethers they 
watchitheyworld 
fallfdowrnmand 
together; hear 
Myrwhydden:s 
terriblefdeath: 
denying, howls! 


ANP WHEN 
WE'VE GIVEN 
EVERYTHING 


AND THERE'S NO 
MORE LEFT , 
TO GIVE-- 





EVEN 
MYRWHYDDEN'S 
POWER--IT ISN'T 

ENOUGH! 


THEN IT 
ALL COMES 
DOWN TO 

US! | 


PURE WILL 
AND GENIUS 
TECHNOLOGY. 


EVERYTHING 
WE'VE GOT, 
REMEMBER? 
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= Hell yeah! he'says 
as if he knows' theyre 
already home, 
alreadyesafe;just 
somewhere up ahead! 
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accelerate to space 

fold NOV--” 
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i Beyond where the cold gathers iñ heavy folds and layers, 
Myrwhydden's voice speaks in muttering verse of 4am 
terrors at the end of things, where imagination and 
will d run out in an empty universe. 
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Where finally the; ESTOS his 
Ministers? swollen withithe meat 
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er Y brethren, will turn and.seé më 6-4 4 
AN here, Pengowirr thinks,” / 70 
IR) and smiles... : | | 


„апа puts her trust as 
always і inher symbiote--. 
since doomed magnificent — 
„Abin Sur] died-- 


 --Hal Jordan of Earth. 
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p IND IN THE. COLD : AND DARK YOU HEAR `. 
THOSE AWFUL. MURMURS DRAWING NEAR. 









Г i liey SPEAK IN VOICES CHILL АМР BLEAK, 
‘YOUR TIME HAS COME, YOU'RE NOT UNIQUE!’ 


ਪਾ, TTEND THE DYING OF THE RHYME, 
` . ₹ . . © “МО VERSEdEXISTS,TO COUNTER MINE... 


- "AND SO (5 COME, YOUR HOUR YOUR...” 







Then, as if in answer | 
comes a louder voice...a | 
stronger voice, and clearer, ЕГ“ 


А \ voice that EUM ` 
these words... ` | 
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M | | | Ericking 

меа ۴ mrimmme. 
SPEECH, IT'LL ALL COME 

Whatv you... BACK SOON. IT’S A 


dunnhto 





„ SIMPLE SIDE EFFECT. 
| JUST RELAX, — A 













; I'M NOT THE 
/ JOKER. ANP YOURE ੧ 
NOT BATMAN. SEE, THIS 
IS SOMETHING WE'VE 
BEEN TRYING TO TELL 
YOU FOR R V 
LONG TIME. 














WE'VE TRIED | 
EVERYTHING TO GET 
THROUGH TO YOU, BRUCE. V 

ALL KINPS OF THERAPEUTIC 
MEASURES. BUT NOW...FINALLY, 
ANEW MEDICINE, CREATED BY 
YOUR FAMILY’S PHARMA AND 
BERE, A DRUG CALLED YOU'RE HERE... 
HELIOX, HAS DONE YOU'RE FINALLY HERE, 
ITS JOB. IN REALITY. AND FRANKLY... 

EVERYONE HERE... WE'RE 

=HEH=... WE'RE SO, SO 
HAPPY TO MEET 
YOU. 3 























I know who 
yu аЕв/// I 
k kHOW youl! 





I KNOW YOU TOO, ` 
BRUCE. I’M YOUR 
DOCTOR. PR. EDMUND > 
HUDD. AND І НАМЕ BEEN | 
TREATING YOU FOR 
NEARLY TWENTY YEARS. 
THE WHOLE TIME YOU'VE 
BEEN ERE WITH 
5... P 
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LOOK, I UNDERSTAND THIS IS 

ALOT. WE ALL DO. AND BEHIND 

THAT DOOR ARE MANY, MANY | 

PEOPLE WHO WORK HERE AND | 

HAVE BEEN WAITING TO MEET 
YOU--THE REAL YOU--FOR 

_ AVERY LONG TIME. 





BUT БЕРЕКЕ ॥ 
INTRODUCE Y 
THEM, THERE*S SOMEONE 

HERE TO SEE YOU 
WHO'S BEEN WAITING 
ME ТОР 
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THE 
SCANS ALL SAY 
THE SAME THING, 
ALFRED. HE'S STILL 
BRUCE ! | WAKING LIP AFTER THE 
IS IT...I5 ui E SHOCK OF IT SURE, Es 
IT REALLY... | E ха! ч. WITH us. 


BRUCE? 
BRUCE, 


leazzz. 


eeeze jus 
Lak mmme 
пот. 
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3 I WILL. I WILL, 
MY BOY. I'VE BEEN 
WRITING TO gee T HOME 

FOR SO LONG І.І PROMISE 
I WILL AS SOON AS I CAN. AND 

I WANT YOU TO KNOW--AS THE 
FIRST THING YOU UNDERSTAND 
AS YOU COME BACK TO US--I 
‚ WANT YOU TO KNOW, FROM 




















NO ONE 
ME... THAT YOU ARE 
BLAMES YOU, 
| FORGIVEN. | BELICE. NO ONE. NOT 






YOUR DOCTORS, NOT THE 
CITY, AND CERTAINLY МОТ ME. 
NEVER ME. EVERYONE KNOWS 
| YOU WEREN'T IN YOUR RIGHT 
MIND THOSE YEARS AGO. 
WHEN YOU... WHEN YOLU 
PIP a YOL 

IL’, 













Foraivnan? : 
When I did 
wu... 


Alfrrrid, did 
WHIU E Pl 








| YOU KILLED 
YOUR PARENTS IN | 
THAT ALLEY, BELICE. | 
I THOUGHT 
YOU.. 












' THOUGHT YOU 
UNPERSTOOP RT , 
. LEAST THAT. 













“ІТ PAINS ME 


TO SEE YOU THIS 


WAY, SIR. 


WHY DO I 
KNOW FRENCH 
AND SPANISH | 

AND ITALIAN AND 

MANDARIN 

AND-- 





LOVE YOU 
| ANP I WILL DO 
| THIS FOR AS 
LONG AS YOU 
WANT... 





7" Sig WE'VE BEEN W 
THEOUGH THIS. YOU 
TRUGHT YOURSELF 

HERE. THE LIBRARIAN, 


INTO SOME VILLAIN CALLED 


“SHHH" OR SOME iE ' ЕБ 


THING -- CORC 
YOU. 


ELT I... ' 
VGHT SOMETHING 


TO ‘SHOW YOU. I DON’ 
KNOW IF IT WILL HELP 
OR HURT. DR. HUD D, 
HE THINKS IT COULD 


BE DESTRUCTIVE, Ja 


BUT... I HAVE 
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Preview 


` MORE / 
THAN YOU CAN 
IMAGINE. ` 


BUT 
NOT NEARLY AS 
MUCH AS IT DID TO 
SEE YOU AS YOU WERE 
BEFORE. EVERY DAY, 
EVERY PASSING WEEK. 
š UNABLE TO FACE 
REALITY. 


Ts 
BEEN PAYS 


IT? 


BECALUSE...AAGAIN, 
YOU LEARNED, 
FROM ре, ALGOL. Е 
FIGHT? IN THE HOSPITAL у 
Ç GYMNASIUM. 


/ BEFORE 
' NEARLY PROWNING 
HIM IN THE WHIRLPOOL 
UNDER THE BELIEF ІТ 
WRAS SOME KIND OF 

MASICAL WELL. 
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YOU'RE 
WELCOME, 
BRUCE. ТАКЕ 
E ALOOK.. 


















„BECAUSE — 
HERE IT IS. 










THIS |S 
BATMAN. 















Why should fans check this out? 


This is meant as a kind of closure to the whole 
saga that Greg Capullo and | did. l'm very proud 
of it. Its way out there. It really has every 


A ATA NATION interview with writer SCOTT SNYDER 


character in the DCU, from Lex Luthor and 
Superman to surprising ones like Vixen. It 


takes place 25 years down the line. 
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we kind of built and kind of brings them back to show 
where they wind up 20 years from now. 


How will fans of your acclaimed run on BATMAN 
react to this story? 


| try to put horse blinders on otherwise and not worry 
about fan reaction. It's not that | don't care, because 
| do, | care a lot, but if | worry about it | feel like | start 


How did you come up with the idea for this to get untrue to what | want to do, and the times that 

story? | | ve really believed in something that seemed out 
there, like DARK NIGHTS: METAL, fans have really 

| was at San Diego Comic-Con, and | met Grant shown up and been supportive, so | have to trust that 

Morrison for one of the first times, and | was now. 


completely a mess. | went through a period when 
| started on BATMAN where | was quite self- ON SALE MAY 29! 


destructive. | just wasn't ready for the 

pressure, and all | cared about was this work. I'd 
be up all night working on it, and it hurt a lot of 
things. It hurt my family, it hurt friendships, and 

| think Grant saw that and pulled me aside and 
was like, “You're freaking out." And | was like, It's 
Batman! It's Batman! You know, | don't know how 
you do Batman. How do | keep up? And he said, 
Here's what you need to do. You need to give 
your version of Batman a birth and a death and 
just know it's yours and relax. It's your version. 
You're not fighting against Frank Miller, me or 
whatever to try and touch the hem of that stuff at 
all. And it was so honestly transformative for me. 
Zero Year, was the birth of our character. | wrote 
that right after that conversation, and it was our 
origin, and this is the story | started thinking 
about all the way back then. I'm not going to 

say he's going to die, but it's the end of our 
mythology. It takes all the pieces that we did 
from the Owls, the Red Hood, a lot of the things 
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